hormonal and reproductive factors, and finally environental influences, the main one being occupational and leisure time activities. The outcome of osteoarthritis and its predictors was also considered in a separate session. These themes were introduced by plenary lectures and an invited discussant then evaluated the material presented, together with newer data from the proffered abstracts. There is clearly a large number ofgroups currently active in the field and the workshop came to hiht both areas of agreement and possibilities for future research. The Whether the stronger relation to validation criteria of more stringent disease definitions is due to exclusion of milder cases, to a reduction in misclassification error, or to both is uncertain. Joint space narrowing, like osteoarthritis itself,26 is a continuous rather than a dichotomous phenomenon; disease definitions require the selection of an arbitrary threshold with tradeoffs in sensitivity and specificity. Disease defined by more stringent cutoff points for joint space narrowing will, by definition, yield a lower prevalence of disease. The prevalence of hip osteoarthritis in men age 60-75 years using the 1.5 mm minimal joint space cutoff636 is substantially lower than in studies that define cases using the K/L 6 121243637 criteria.
Joint space narrowing detectable on radiographs may be a relatively late stage phenomenon of osteoarthritis4; a stringently defined cutoff point for joint space narrowing (for example 1.5 mm), in particular, will tend to identify a severe and relatively late stage subset of disease.
Use of a less stringent cutoff point for joint space narrowing may increase sensitivity and will yield a higher prevalence of disease, but has lower specificity with respect to hip pain and other validation criteria6 and may be insensitive to true population differences in prevalence.36 Isolated 50 A single definition of hip osteoarthritis may be neither feasible, nor desirable, for epidemiological research. Valuation of the tradeoffs between validity, reliability, and practicality will depend, in part, on the design and research question of a particular study. 26 Perhaps the most appropriate goal would be to strive for a high standard of clarity and simplicity, as well as detailed description of measurements and criteria within each study, so that definitions can be applied reproducibly across studies.
epidemiological studies. 
Definition of hip osteoarthritis for

